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May 13, 2022
Governor Wolf

Office of the Governor

508 Main Capitol Building

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Governor Wolf:

On November 9, 2021, I wrote a letter to you about an egregious abuse of Guardianship by AAA of Pennsylvania.  AAA is supposed to protect the elderly and we have found that this is not so.  We advocates have been vigorously fighting for the rights of one 72-year-old individual in Pennsylvania.  He is a person who is capable of living in community with a minimal of supports. In our work with him we have discovered other Pennsylvania violations of the Federal Olmstead decision. According to Olmstead, he is entitled to live in the least restrictive setting.I have introduced myself to you before, but with no previous response, I have taken the liberty to introduce myself again.

I have worked as the Executive Director of a 7-county community mental health center, in state psychiatric hospitals, schools, prisons, and taught graduate level courses in community mental health. My writings include peer reviewed journal articles, book chapters and my book, A Fight to Be: A Psychologist’s Experience from Both Sides of the Locked Door.  I have served three  terms on the American Psychological Association Expert Task Force on Serious Mental Illness, several years developing programs as a contracted consultant for the New York State Office of Mental Health, and as the president of the National Association of Rights Protection and Advocacy and I am a Board member the Board of Disability Rights International.  

My work for more than 40 years has evolved into my becoming the Executive Director of MindFreedom International (MFI).  We are one of the very few totally independent groups in the mental health field with no funding from or control by governments, drug companies, religions, corporations, or the mental health system. MFI is a nonprofit under IRS 501(c)(3) that is the only group of its kind accredited by the United Nations as a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) with Consultative Roster Status.  Our goals are:

· Win human rights campaigns in mental health.

· Support the self-determination of psychiatric survivors and mental health consumers.

· Promote safe, humane, and effective options in mental health.

I implore you to look into the egregious abuses of guardianship that are currently occurring in Pennsylvania.  MindFreedom International in conjunction with Roads to Freedom Center for Independent Living (RTFCIL) has launched a campaign to enable David Italiano to be free to live in the community of his choice.  David was in the process of working with RTFCIL to transition back to living in the house that he owned when the nursing home staff forcibly took his cell phone and blocked contact with RTFCIL, a federally funded agency whose mission is to help individuals transition from congregate living spaces into community living.  Guardian and conservator abuses are rampant throughout the United States. Please note that a civil rights attorney in our work-group filed an Amicus Brief HERE to challenge David’s guardianship in the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. I am hoping that freeing David to exercise his rights will serve as a model to bring about needed changes not only in Pennsylvania, but all across the country.  We can and must do better.
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Ronald Bassman PhD

Executive Director
www.MindFreedom.org
Win Human Rights in Mental Health


